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Taylor had a window between January 12, 2000 and July 12, 2000 to pay the required
$975 seven-and-a-half-year maintenance fee without a surcharge, and a window
between July 13, 2000 and January 12, 2001 to pay the $975 fee with a $65 surcharge
($1040 total).

The record shows that Mr. Taylor placed a check for $1030, rather than $1040, in
the mail on January 12, 2001. Mr. Taylor alleges that the PTO informed him by phone

that his required fee was $1030. Notably, Mr. Taylor us



On February 27, 2005, Mr. Taylor wrote the PTO asking for reinstatement of his

patent, which he characterized as having been “improperly expired on or about 1/12/01 .






handled his concerns any differently t






under MPEP 8§ 2531 to provide a “Notice of Non-Acceptance of Patent Maintenance
Fee” to the “fee submitter,” here Mr. Taylor. Section 2531 provides:

If the Office considers a payment to be late or insufficient, a notice (e.g., a
Notice of Non-Acceptance of Pat






REVERSED
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